
Way of the Sword Combat Sports 

Participant Rules and Code of Conduct 

 

Way of the Sword (WotS) strives to maintain a fun, friendly, and welcoming environment that feels as safe and inclusive as 

possible for all individuals. We recognize that our participants have different communication styles, personalities, and opinions, 

and come from diverse gender, racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds. As such, the following behaviors are not 

acceptable:  

 Violating any local, state, or federal laws, facility rules, or event policies 

 Speech that would cause a reasonable person to fear for their safety 

 Physical violence outside of the normal bounds of combat conduct 

 Drinking alcohol under the age of 21, or providing alcohol to those under 21 

 Sexual harassment or inappropriate sexual contact/conduct 

 Theft or willful destruction of other people's property, including event facilities 

 Failure to comply with instructions from staff, Marshals, or event organizers 

 Creating a hostile environment detrimental to the enjoyment of the group as a whole 

 Cheating - defined as acting dishonestly or unfairly in order to gain an advantage. If an individual is found to be 

cheating, consequences against the individual will be enforced up to and including banishment from field of play, 

local group, event, or organization. Common acts of cheating include: 

o “Sloughing” - Not taking strikes from opposing players 

o “Ghost-walking” - Leaving field of play and re-entering during battle, or using dead or respawning players as 

cover 

o “Anviling” - Placing a weapon directly onto your body, armor, and/or shield to avoid taking damage. This is 

different than a block, which is actively trying to stop a strike 

o Pretending to be or hiding among non-combatants, or claiming to be of your opponent's side if asked 

directly 

o Misrepresenting the amount of hits left on your armor and/or shield or ignoring scenario-specific rules, 

weapon checks, or Marshal calls 

o Knowingly over-swinging or unsafely using weapons which could result in injuries to other players 

 

This is not to be an exhaustive list. Anything not noted above but that negatively impacts WotS in an unsuitable manner (using a 

“reasonable person” standard) also falls under these restrictions and may result in ejection/exclusion. 

Each complaint received by the organization is evaluated based upon the evidence presented, existing information about the 

participants in question, and ultimately, the judgment of the members of the committee in charge of reviewing. 

Participant Agreement and Signature: 

As a participant in Way of the Sword Combat Sports, I agree to conduct myself overall in a manner consistent with the above 

expectations. I have read and understand the above Participant Rules and Code of Conduct, and I agree to abide by this code 

during my participation in all Way of the Sword Combat Sports events, programs, or functions. 

Signature  Date Signed  

Signature of legal guardian if under 18  Date Signed  

If under 18, this form must be notarized in the area following: 

 

 


